
 

Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 

August 8, 2014 

These minutes outline the activities of the Syracuse Regional Airport Authority Finance Committee from 
the meeting held on August 8, 2014 in the Syracuse Regional Airport Authority Board Room located at 
Syracuse Hancock International Airport. 

The meeting was called to order at 10:35 a.m. by Mr. Patrick Mannion. 

1. 

In attendance:  Mr. Patrick Mannion, Mr. William P. Fisher, Mr. John Johnson Jr, Ms. Eleanor Ware, Ms. 
Christina Callahan, Mr. Trent Amond, Ms. Maureen Fogarty, Ms. Jennifer McIntyre, Ms. Cheryl Herzog, 
Ms. Heather Malinowski, Mr. Andrew Serota and Mr. John Clark. 

Roll Call 

 Dr. Chin was absent. 

2. 
 
Approval of Minutes from the Previous Meeting 

Mr. Mannion opened the meeting with a review of the May 7, 2014 Finance Committee meeting 
minutes.  

A motion was made by Ms. Ware and seconded by Mr. Johnson to accept the May 7, 2014 meeting 
minutes.  The minutes were unanimously approved.  

3. 

Mr. Amond updated the Committee on the transition of the purchasing and payment procedures.  Mr. 
Amond stated that the staff has been trained, and the transition has gone very smoothly. He also stated 
that the Authority has run the first batches of checks and that process has gone very well. Mr. Amond 
credited Ms. Fogarty and her staff for their hard work during the transition.   

Old Business 

Mr. Amond informed the Committee that the Authority is in the process of obtaining a purchasing card 
for purchases such as travel.  He stated that he is working with American Express and has submitted an 
application.  Mr. Mannion asked how the payments would be made.  Mr. Amond informed the Committee 
that the SRAA would be issued a monthly invoice and then would issue a check for payment.  Mr. 
Mannion asked Mr. Amond if he had any plans for the rewards that would be earned from purchases 
made with the card.  Mr. Amond stated that at this time he doesn’t think that there will be much activity, 
but stated that he will review the program and update the Committee. 



4. 
 

New Business 

The Committee reviewed the status of SRAA agreements.  Mr. Amond informed the Committee that the 
FAA-Weather Service will be removing the equipment located at the airport and terminating the lease.  
He stated that there is a 90 day termination clause in the agreement.  Mr. Mannion asked why the FAA 
was terminating the lease and removing the equipment. Ms. Callahan stated that the equipment is being 
discontinued.  
 
Ms. Callahan informed the Committee that the management staff will be meeting with the Airlines next 
week to present the annual Airline budget and discuss the timetable for negotiating a new Airline Use and 
Lease Agreement.  
 
Mr. Mannion asked Ms. Callahan why the airport is charging the Military Courtesy Room (MCR) for 
space.  Ms. Callahan stated that the airport has not historically charged them rent, but they requested 
additional space, which required a new agreement.  During a recent FAA audit the airport was informed 
that leasing space at no charge is typically considered a violation of federal grant assurances.  Therefore, 
the airport negotiated a new agreement with the MCR, charging them $150.00 per month for all of the 
space they occupy at the airport.  
 
The Committee reviewed the SRAA cash position report. Mr. Fisher stated that in the lease agreement 
negotiated with the City of Syracuse, it was agreed that the SRAA would make payments of 1/12th

Ms. Callahan informed the Committee that the Cost Allocation Study for the 2012/13 fiscal year has 
started. Maximus is working with the City of Syracuse departments to identify charges. 

 of the 
budget to the City on a monthly basis.  Staff informed Mr. Fisher that the Authority is making payments 
as requested by the City. 

Mr. Fisher asked the staff if the Authority is tracking bond payments being made to the City of Syracuse 
for airport-related bonds issued by the City, prior to the Authority operating the airport.  Staff stated that 
payments on debt that was issued by the City are made to the City no less than five (5) days before they 
are due.  

Mr. Fisher asked Ms. Callahan what the schedule was for the upcoming year of Finance Committee 
meetings.  Ms. Callahan stated that she was discussing the upcoming schedule with Mr. Amond and the 
meetings will be scheduled around financial events for the SRAA.    

Mr. Fisher asked if the Committee could be provided with a quarterly report comparing budgeted costs to 
actual costs, including the prior year’s expenses.  Mr. Amond stated that he will work to provide the 
Committee with that information. 

There was no other business to be discussed.  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:14 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Mr. Patrick Mannion 



Finance Committee Chair 
 

 

 


