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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Syracuse Regional Airport Authority 

October 14, 2011 

 

Pursuant to notice duly given and posted, the regular meeting of the Syracuse Regional Airport 

Authority (the “Authority”) was called to order on Friday, October 14, 2011 at 12:23 p.m. in the 

Walnut Room located in the Best Western Hotel at Syracuse Hancock International Airport by 

Chair William Fisher.  

 

Members Present:                                   Members Absent: 

 

Mr. William Fisher                           Mr. John B. Johnson, Jr.  

Mr. Khalid Bey                                            

Ms. Judy Flanagan 

Mr. Patrick Mannion 

Ms. Irene Scruton 

Mr. Don Thompson 

Ms. Eleanor Ware  

Dr. Robert DiFlorio 

Ms. Beth Rougeux 

Dr. Donna DeSiato 

 

Also Present: 

 

Ms. Christina Reale 

Mr. Joseph Bergh 

Ms. Jennifer McIntyre 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

As noted above, all Members were present, except for Mr. Johnson.  Dr. DeSiato was not present 

at roll call, but did join the meeting at 12:45 p.m. 

 

2. Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Month 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Mannion and seconded by Ms. Scruton to waive the reading of the 

minutes from the previous month.  The motion was approved 9 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Thompson and seconded by Ms. Rougeux to accept the minutes from 

the September 9, 2011 regular meeting. The motion was approved 9 ayes, 0 nays. 
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3.  Reports of Officers 

 

The Secretary’s Report was given by Ms. Reale.  The report outlined the activities of the 

Authority from the last meeting of September 9, 2011 through October 14, 2011.  

 

 EIN obtained 

 W-9 paperwork completed 

 Checking account was opened at Key Bank with Judy Flanagan and William Fisher as 

account signers 

 Deposit of $455,915.00 made into account 

 PILOT payments to North Syracuse and ESM School Districts will be made upon receipt 

of checks 

 The Oswego County Legislature named the Honorable Morris Sorbello to the Regional 

Advisory Board 

 

Mr. Fisher asked Ms. Reale if the account requires two (2) signatures and she informed him that 

the account does require two (2) signatures, the Chair and the Treasurer. 

 

4. Department of Aviation Reports 

 

The Department of Aviation Monthly Progress Report was given by Ms. Reale.  The Report 

outlined the key accomplishments that took place from the last meeting of September 9, 2011 

through October 14, 2011 at the Department of Aviation. 

 

 TSA Annual Comprehensive Inspection was conducted with no findings. 

 Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) completed FAA-required annual live fire 

training 

 Terminal Security and Access Improvement project has begun 

 September edition of The Hancock Flyer was distributed 

 Public Hearing for GAT held 

 Annual Winter operations meeting held 

 Approval of Omni Procurement Solutions to provide compliance monitoring for the 

Terminal Project 

 Conference call with JetBlue to discuss FLL/BOS 

 Conference call with air service consultant  to discuss Southwest/AirTran merger and a 

meeting with Allegiant Air 

 US Air and Delta slot swap 

 

Ms. Flanagan asked what The Hancock Flyer was and Ms. Reale informed her that it was the 

monthly airport newsletter.  She requested that the Authority members be added to the mailing 

list. 

 

Mr. Fisher asked approximately how long the Terminal Project would take to complete.  Ms. 

Reale told him that she had a presentation for the members later in the meeting, but she said the 

project should be completed in approximately two (2) years. 
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Mr. Mannion asked if hiring a firm like Omni Procurement Solutions is typical for a City project.  

Ms. Reale explained that normally the City monitors compliance, but given the scale of the 

Terminal Project, it was agreed that an outside firm should be hired to provide compliance 

monitoring.  Mr. Mannion also asked Ms. Reale her opinion on the pricing of US Airways in 

light of the slot swap.  She said that there are always conversations with the airlines regarding 

pricing. 

 

5. Committee Reports and Resolutions 

 

The Governance Committee Report was given by Committee Chair Irene Scruton.  The report 

outlined the Governance Committee Meeting that was held on October 7, 2011. 

 

 Governance Committee Meeting was called to order at 12:10 pm by Ms. Irene Scruton 

 Irene Scruton, William Fisher, Beth Rougeux, Christina Reale and Jennifer McIntyre; in 

attendance via telecom:  Eleanor Ware and Khalid Bey.  Excused absence:  Donald R. 

Thompson. 

 Meeting was opened with a review of the Governance Charter and Committee 

requirements 

 Goals were outlined in three main categories (immediate, short term, long term) 

 Required ABO training, dates and cost were discussed-will present to full Authority 

 Adoption of Authority Mission Statement was discussed-will present to full Authority 

 Directors & Officers insurance was discussed 

 

The Chair read the full Syracuse Regional Airport Authority Overview and Mission Statement.   

 

Resolution #17-Resolution Adopting Mission Statement for the Syracuse Regional Airport 

Authority was moved by Mr. Fisher and seconded by Ms. Flanagan.   

 

The resolution to adopt the Mission Statement was presented by Mr. Fisher.  There was no 

discussion regarding the resolution. 

 

The resolution was adopted:  9 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Dr. Donna DeSiato joined the meeting at 12:45. 

 

Ms. Scruton explained that the suggested ABO required training is 2-3 hour live training, with a 

certified trainer that would come to Syracuse.  She informed the members of the possible dates 

that the training would be available. 

 

Ms. Reale pointed out to the members that the dates included on the packet had been revised and 

the November 29
th
 date is no longer an option.  She told the members that the corrected dates are 

November 22, 2011 and December 1, 2011. 

 

Mr. Fisher suggested that everyone look at their calendars and vote to select a date.  The 

members went around the table and gave their preference.  November 22, 2011 was chosen as 

the training date. 
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Resolution #18-Resolution Authorizing Payment to Scott N. Fein, Director, Public 

Authority Project, Government Law Center, Albany Law School, for Training of Members 

of the Authority as required by New York Public Authorities Law, as amended was moved 

by Ms. Rougeux and seconded by Ms. Scruton.   

 

The resolution was presented by Mr. Fisher.  There was no discussion regarding the resolution. 

 

The resolution was adopted: 10 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

6. Unfinished Business 

 

Mr. Fisher informed the members that they will be going out of order on the next item (item #7) 

of New Business to the Program/Presentation item (item #8). 

 

7. Program/Presentation 

 

Ms. Reale gave a presentation outlining the Passenger Terminal and Access Security 

Improvement Project. 

 

Ms. Flanagan asked who will be the responsible, the Authority or the City of Syracuse, to bond 

for the project. 

 

Ms. Reale said that the Terminal Project will be the responsibility of the City and that the money 

will be borrowed in the spring of 2012. 

 

Mr. Fisher inquired about the City’s bonding practices. 

 

Ms. Reale suggested inviting Finance Commissioner Dave DelVecchio to an Authority meeting 

to explain the process. 

 

Ms. Flanagan stated that several years ago, she had conversations with the Buffalo and Albany 

Authorities and they told her that one of the key advantages of having an Authority is because an 

Authority can get a better credit rating and therefore a better rate. 

 

Ms. Scruton questioned if the Authority would have more flexibility in their borrowing practices. 

 

Ms. Reale reminded that members that Passenger Facility Charges (PFCs) cannot be used for 

revenue generating projects.  FAA guidelines that outline what the PFCs can be utilized for. 

 

Mr. Fisher suggested inviting members from other airport authorities to attend an Authority 

meeting in order to provide financial advice. 

 

Dr. DiFlorio suggested that Authority members travel to Albany or Buffalo to meet with the 

different authorities. 
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Ms. Scruton asked Ms. Reale if the Authority members could attend the NYAMA meetings to 

meet with other the members of other airport authorities.  Ms. Reale stated that she already has 

spoken with Albany Authority and that they would be willing to come speak at an Authority 

meeting.   

 

Ms. Rougeux stated that she thought a guest speaker would be more beneficial than some 

members traveling.  She asked Ms. Reale to reach out to Albany for the regular Authority 

meeting in November. 

 

8.     New Business 

 

Resolution #19-Resolution Designating an Official Newspaper for Madison County for the 

Syracuse Regional Airport Authority  

 

The resolution to designate an official newspaper for five (5) additional counties was presented 

by Mr. Fisher.   

 

Ms. Reale explained that the five additional counties were chosen based the representation of the 

Regional Advisory Board, as described in the enabling legislation.  Ms. Reale stated that all 

future advertising and press releases will be distributed to these newspapers. 

 

Mr. Mannion suggested doing one (1) motion to include all of the newspaper resolutions. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Mannion and seconded by Dr. DiFlorio to vote on all the resolutions 

designating all the newspapers in one roll call vote.  There was no discussion regarding the 

resolution. 

 

Resolution #20-Resolution Designating an Official Newspaper for Oswego County for the 

Syracuse Regional Airport Authority 

 

Resolution #21-Resolution Designating an Official Newspaper for Oneida County for the 

Syracuse Regional Airport Authority 

 

Resolution #22-Resolution Designating an Official Newspaper for Jefferson County for the 

Syracuse Regional Airport Authority 

 

Resolution #22-Resolution Designating an Official Newspaper for Cayuga County for the 

Syracuse Regional Airport Authority 

 

Resolution #23-Resolution Designating an Official Newspaper for Cortland County for the 

Syracuse Regional Airport Authority 

 

The resolutions were adopted: 10 ayes, 0 nays 
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Resolution #24-Resolution Designating Official Website of the Syracuse Regional Airport 

Authority was moved by Irene Scruton and seconded by Donna DeSiato. 

 

The resolution to designate www.syrairport.org as the official website of the Authority was 

presented by Mr. Fisher.  Ms. Flanagan asked if FlySyracuse.com was included in the website.  

Ms. Reale explained to the members that the airport is in the process of redesigning the existing 

website and when the new website is unveiled it will be under www.flysyracuse.com.  Mr. Fisher 

suggested that the Authority also consider a resolution for a “hashtag” for the Syracuse Hancock 

International Airport. 

 

The resolution was adopted: 10 ayes, 0 nays 

 

Resolution #25-Resolution Designating Records Access Officer of the Syracuse Regional 

Airport Authority and Location Where Authority Records can be Publicly Inspected and 

Copied was moved by Ms. Ware and seconded by Dr. DeSiato.   

 

The resolution to designate the Secretary of the Authority, Christina R. Reale, as the Records 

Access Officer of the Authority, and Syracuse Hancock International Airport, 1000 Col. Eileen 

Collins Blvd, Syracuse, New York 13212 as the location where records shall be available for 

public inspection and copying, was presented by Mr. Fisher.  There was no discussion regarding 

the resolution. 

 

The resolution was adopted:  10 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

Resolution #26-Resolution Authorizing Chair to purchase Directors and Officers Liability 

Insurance for Members and Officers of the Authority was moved by Ms. Rougeux and 

seconded by Ms. Scruton.   

 

Ms. Reale gave an overview of the process to obtain the different quotes.  Ms. Reale also gave a 

detailed account of each quote that was solicited. 

 

The resolution to authorize the Chair to purchase Directors and Liability Insurance for the 

Authority members from National Union Fire Insurance Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

for $2,596.00 was presented by Mr. Fisher.  Mr. Mannion inquired about additional quotes.  Ms. 

Reale informed him that the additional quotes solicited were not received.  Mr. Mannion also 

asked if the Airport has had any experience dealing with parent company of National Union 

which is Chartis.  Mr. Bergh informed Mr. Mannion that the Airport currently has policies with 

Chartis and that they are very responsive and that there has never been an issue when dealing 

with them. 

 

The resolution was adopted:  10 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

 

 

http://www.syrairport.org/
http://www.flysyracuse.com/
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Resolution #27-Resolution Authorizing an Agreement for Security Personnel Services at 

Syracuse Hancock International Airport between the City of Syracuse and the Syracuse 

Regional Airport Authority  
 

Mr. Fisher explained the next item on the agenda, the resolution to authorize an Agreement for 

Security Personnel for the Airport.  Mr. Fisher outlined the reasons that this particular 

Agreement is the primary order of business of the Authority.   He explained that the cost of 

security at the Airport is almost double the cost of other similar size airports.  The reason for this 

cost difference is because over 1000 hours per week paid to the Syracuse Police Department are 

paid in overtime hours.  The Authority has the opportunity to change this practice by entering 

into the Agreement with the City of Syracuse.  The Agreement was drafted by the City of 

Syracuse and sent to Hancock & Estabrook for their review to the document.   

 

Mr. Fisher walked the members through a summary of the agreement. 

 

Ms. Flanagan questioned wording in item #6 listed on the summary.  

 

There was discussion between the members regarding the item.  Mr. Bergh explained the 

reasoning for the specific wording.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Mannion and seconded by Ms. Ware to go into executive session to 

discuss the Agreement and the possibility of litigation. The motion was approved: 10 ayes. 0 

nays 

 

Executive Session ended at 2:35 p.m. 

 

Resolution #27-Resolution Authorizing an Agreement for Security Personnel Services at 

Syracuse Hancock International Airport between the City of Syracuse and the Syracuse 

Regional Airport Authority was moved by Mr. Thompson and seconded by Ms. Scruton.   

 

There was no discussion regarding the resolution. 

 

The resolution was adopted:  10 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Mannion and seconded by Ms. Flanagan to adjourn meeting.    The 

motion was approved:  10 ayes, 0 nays. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:39 p.m. 

 


