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Syracuse Airport Announces Blue Angels Selected Key Influencer Riders 
 

Syracuse, New York – Syracuse International Airport is pleased to announce the U.S. Navy Blue Angels 

have made their choices for two lucky Key Influencers to take a ride in their F-18 jet. Syracuse Airport, and 

U.S. Navy and Marine recruiters make their nominations for the once in a lifetime opportunity, the Blue 

Angles then select their two primary key influencer riders, and an alternate rider in case a primary is unable to 

participate. Tolga Hayali, the Superintendent of Syracuse Academy of Science Chart School and Utica 

Academy of Science Charter School, and Rebecca Loy, a Special Education Teacher in the ESM School 

District, have been selected as the primary Key Influencer riders. Ryan Tuggey, a High School counselor at 

Rome Free Academy, will be the alternate rider should a primary rider become unavailable. 
 

Dr. Tolga Hayali is the superintendent of schools for Syracuse Academy of Science Charter School in 

Syracuse, NY and Utica Academy of Science Charter School in Utica, New York. In this capacity, Dr. 

Hayali is responsible for the management and administration of two junior/senior high charter schools and 

one elementary charter school in Central New York. 
 

“I am flattered and extremely honored to have been selected as a primary Key Influencer rider by The 

Blue Angels.” Said Dr. Hayali of his selection “I want to thank all of the dedicated and passionate staff 

who works and have worked at Syracuse Academy of Science Charter School to make the school such 

a great positive conducive learning environment for inner city Syracuse children.” 
 

Rebecca Loy has been a special education teacher at Minoa Elementary in the ESM School District for 24 

years, her true passion is space education and teaching STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts 

and Math) activities. Through her lectures on the NOAA Teacher at Sea program at local schools and the 

MOST, Pre- school to grade 12 NASA Moon Rock lectures, clubs, trips and Honeywell Space Academy 

experiences Mrs. Loy continues to reach, inspire and encourage hundreds, if not thousands, of students and 

adults. 
 

“After donning a Blue Flight Suit for an amazing experience in the Honeywell Educator at Advanced 

Space Academy program, I was thrilled for the opportunity to travel the ocean blue in the NOAA Teacher 

at Sea program. I've happily extended those experiences by sharing my journey with so many people.” 

Commented Ms. Loy. “Blue seems to be a theme. Now I'm excited for this once in a lifetime opportunity 

to fly with the Blue Angels. I hope to further inspire students and adults to follow their dreams, be 

passionate about their choices in life and make a difference in the world. I'm honored to be chosen and I 

can't wait to take off.”  
 

All nominees were required to submit a brief biography and a medical history to ensure they are well enough 

for the flight. The flight is physically demanding as any rigorous exercise or sport activity. These rides are 

scheduled to take place on Wednesday June 8, 2016. 
 

Additional media coverage of these rides is welcomed and encouraged. Any media interested in covering 

these rides should please contact Heather Malinowski at malinowskih@syrairport.org for further details and 

instructions.  
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