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Syracuse Hancock International Airport to Conduct Triennial Airport 

Emergency Plan Exercise on August 8, 2015 
 

Syracuse, New York – The Syracuse Regional Airport Authority will conduct a full scale 

emergency response drill on Saturday, August 8, 2015 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  The exercise will 

be open to the media.   
 

Any media wishing to cover the drill should report to the access gate located at the entrance to 

C&S Engineers by 8:30 a.m., where airport personnel will be on hand to provide access to the 

designated observation area. 
 

The drill will simulate an aircraft emergency, which will trigger implementation of the Airport 

Emergency Plan, bringing together support and resources from the airlines, Transportation 

Security Administration, the local law enforcement agencies and fire departments, the 174th Attack 

Wing, the Air Traffic Control Tower, C&S Engineers, Inc., the Red Cross, and other first 

responders and mutual aid organizations throughout Onondaga County. This will be the first full 

scale drill the airport has held since the construction of its new Emergency Operations Center. 
 

Federal Aviation Regulation Part 139 requires airports holding a Part 139 operating certificate to 

conduct a full scale drill every three years.  Saturday’s drill will be the first one conducted since 

the Authority obtained the operating certificate on March 1, 2014. 
 

“I would like to thank the staff, first responders, mutual aid agencies, volunteers, and members of 

the airport community for taking time out of the weekend to participate in the drill,” said Executive 

Director Christina R. Callahan, C.M.  “The safe and efficient operation of the airport is of the 

utmost importance, and not only is the triennial drill a requirement, it is imperative that we 

continuously test ourselves.  We are also excited to use the airport’s newly constructed Emergency 

Operations Center.  A state-of-the-art facility designed to provide rapid response and support to 

incident command.” 
 

In addition to the drill on Saturday, Syracuse Fire Department – Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting 

Division will conduct a series of training exercises using an aircraft simulator throughout the week. 

The public may notice increased activity related to this training and should not be alarmed. Details 

of the plan will not be revealed to the public, however, Airport neighbors may notice an increased 

presence of police and fire; please do not contact the 911 Emergency Center - this is part of the 

exercise.  The exercise will not impact air traffic or scheduled flights, and passengers should arrive 

at the airport according to TSA regulations – no later than 2 hours before your scheduled flight. 


